
Name ____________________ 

Weather and the Water Cycle 

Weather 

What is weather? 

1) ________________________ is what the air is like at a certain time and place. 

2) Air is made of _________________ and __________________________________. 

3) The air that surrounds the Earth is part of the ______________________________.  

4) Earth’s atmosphere is made of __________________________________________. 

5) Weather happens in the __________________________, the layer closest to Earth. 

*** weather – what the air is like at a certain time and place  

*** atmosphere - a blanket of gases and tiny bits of dust that surround Earth  

What are ways to describe and measure weather? 

1) ________________________________________ can be used to describe weather. 

*** temperature - a measure of how hot or cold something is  

2) A ____________________________________ is a tool that measures temperature. 

3) The ____________________________________ affects the air temperature. 

4) ________________________________________ can be used to describe weather. 

*** precipitation - water that falls to the ground from the atmosphere  

5) There are four main kinds of precipitation:  ______________________, 

__________________, ______________________, and ___________________. 

6) The _____________________________________ determines the kind of 

precipitation that reaches Earth’s surface. 

7) A _______________________ is a tool that measures the amount of precipitation. 

8) ____________________________ can be used to describe weather. 

*** wind – the natural movement of air 

9) An ____________________________________ is a tool that measures wind speed. 



10) A ___________________________________ is a tool that shows wind direction. 

11) __________________________________________ can be used describe weather. 

*** air pressure – the weight of air pressing down on Earth  

12) A ____________________________________ is a tool that measures air pressure. 

13) High air pressure = _____________________________________________ 

14) Low air pressure = _____________________________________________ 

How do we predict weather? 

1) Scientists collect data about the atmosphere by using _______________________. 

2) To observe weather from above Earth, ____________________________ are used. 

3) Scientists use this data to ________________________ the weather. 

The Water Cycle 

What are clouds? 

1) There are different kinds of ______________________ that form in the air.  

*** cloud – a collection of tiny water drops or ice crystals in the air  

2) __________________________________ falls from some kind of clouds. 

3) _____________________________ - low, flat, gray or white clouds that blanket 

 the sky and may bring rain or snow 

4) _____________________________ - very high, thin, wispy, white clouds seen in 

           fair weather 

5) _____________________________ - white, puffy clouds with flat bottoms seen in 

                fair weather 

6) _____________________________ - big, dark clouds that bring thunderstorms 

 

 

 

 



What is the water cycle? 

1) When water moves from __________________________________ into the 

_____________________ and back again, it is called the _____________________. 

*** water cycle – the way water continuously moves between Earth’s surface and the 
atmosphere 

2) The Sun’s energy causes the _____________________________ of water. 

a. The Sun’s energy does this by ____________________ the water. 

3) When water evaporates, it changes from a _________________ to a ___________. 

a. The water changes into a gas called _________________________________. 

*** evaporation – the changing of a liquid to a gas 

*** water vapor – water in the form of a gas 

4) The water vapor in the air _________________ and _____________________. 

5) This cooling causes the water vapor to ___________________________. 

6) When it condenses, it changes from a ______________ to a __________________. 

7) The water droplets collect and form _________________________________. 

*** condensation – the changing of a gas to a liquid 

8) As more droplets collect, the clouds become ___________________ with droplets. 

9) The water falls back to Earth as _______________________________________. 

10) The precipitation collects or accumulates in ________________________________ 

or soaks into the ground. 

11) The bodies of water are heated by the Sun and the cycle _____________________. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Example of water cycle: 

 

_____________________ 

 

(2) _______________________________ 

 

               

 

(1)___________________________       (3)______________________ 

 

               

 

(4)________________________________ 

What are ways to clean water? 

1) While the water cycle keeps a supply of freshwater on Earth, the water is usually 

_____________________ before it is used by people. 

2) Most cities clean their water at a ________________________________________. 

3) Water is cleaned in many different ways at a water treatment plant. 

a. Water sits still in tanks and ______________ sinks to the bottom of the tank. 

b. __________________ can be added to water to kill any germs. 

c. The water flows through a ____________________ made of layers of 

_______________________, __________________, and ________________. 


