NEWS FROM ST. JOHN'’S LUTHERAN
NOVEMBER 2025

FROM THE PASTOR

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His
steadfast love endures forever!” (Psalm 118:1).

These words are used here in our school before and after
lunch every day. I’'m thankful that our teachers point our
students to the importance of giving thanks to God for the
food He provides us! If you’re not in the habit of praying
during a meal, | hope you’ll start!

From the beginning of time, God prepared the world He
created to be a fitting place to call home. We have
everything we need to live and appreciate His gift of life,
and after placing Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, He
declared it to be very good. As human beings, we are the
pinnacle of His creation and we are charged with taking
care of it. There is amazing beauty and even deep
mysteries that we can take in and consider as we go about
our lives. We do well to thank Him for all of this with our
words and with our actions.

God’s steadfast love is seen in the daily realities of life,
from the air we breathe to the food we eat and the rest
we get each night. His love is most clearly seen in His
sending His Son into our flesh to redeem us all. Though His
creation is good, even very good, our sin brought a curse
upon it all. Things continue to fall apart and this is seen in
many ways. This is not something we can fix, and we know
that our return to the dust is inevitable. Despite this hard
truth, we are able to find guidance and assurance through
God’s Word. In it, we are pointed to our Lord Jesus Christ
and the love He shows us in His teachings, His miracles,
and His sacrifice and victory through the cross.

One day, this world will come to its close and we will be
taken into the new creation where the old way of things
will not be remembered. Sin and its curse will have no
place in the life everlasting, and for this we can also be
thankful. Until then, we can thank God in prayer for all
that He gives us, knowing that His love will never change!
God’s blessings as you thankfully reflect on all God does
for you, and as you celebrate Thanksgiving at the end of
the month!

In Christ,
Pastor Gilbert

OFFICIAL ACTS

Baptism:
Miles Timothy Klees 10-19-2025
Funeral:
Roger Keith Helland 10-18-2025

SUNDAY SCHOOL INFORMATION

Join us for Sunday School! We meet from
9:00-10:00. Bring your children and
grandchildren to hear the stories of God’s
love. What greater gift can you give
them? Our classes meet in the following
locations:

3, 4, & 5 year olds — Pre-K 4 classroom in the
basement

1st & 2nd grades — Chapel by the Erie Street
door

3rd, 4th, & 5th grades — library on the
second floor

6th, 7th, & 8th grades — faculty room near
the N Wisconsin Street door

high school students — 7th grade room on the
second floor

NURSERY RENOVATION

Our nursery downstairs has been expanded
and renovated! Please make use of it if you
have young children who are being loud
during the service. The nursery is just down
the stairs in the narthex and offers a video
feed of the service as it takes place through
the TV on the wall. Young children need a
break from time to time, and they most often
express this need loudly! The best way to get
them accustomed to the space here in church
and to the service is to bring them every week,
and to give them some space as it is needed.
Thanks to our trustees and everyone involved
with the nursery expansion and renovation.




FALL CLEANUP DAY

Come join us for our annual Fall Cleanup Day on Saturday,
November 1st from 9 - 10am. We will spend 1 hour
cleaning up in the neighborhood around church and
school. This is a wonderful way to give back to the
community that directly surrounds your church and
school. We hope that you can join us!

"And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God."
Micah 6:8

BUGENHAGEN FUNDRAISER SAVE THE DATE

Save the date for our Bugenhagen fundraiser featuring
Curt’s famous dill pickles, Thanksgiving and holiday
arrangements, antiques, gift items, wooden cabinets from
the sacristy, baked goods, and more! Please join us in
between services and after late service on Sunday,
November 9. All money raised from this sale will be used
to help support the Bugenhagen Conference. Our crafters
and bakers do not receive any money for their materials
or time.

Please come and check out the wonderful selection of
items and support the Bugenhagen Conference.

If you have any questions or would like to donate some
craft items to the sale - please contact Curt Adel (262) 681-
1114. We look forward to seeing you. CASH OR CHECK
ONLY.

FALL BLOOD DRIVE

St. John’s will host a Fall Blood Drive on Monday,
November 17 from 10-3pm in the gymnasium. Please see
the flyer attached to the emailed newsletter for more
information. We'd love to fill all available appointments!
You can sign-up online at redcrossblood.org.

CRADLE ROLL PLAYDATE

Please join us for a play date! Intended for the youngest
among us (newborn to those who haven’t started school
yet). For the parents(s) there will be coffee and other
adults to talk to, and for the kiddos new friends to be
made and different toys to play with. We will meet Friday,
November 21 at 9am(ish) at the Peterson House, 1423
Borgardt Rd Sturtevant. Text or call Stephanie at 815-931-
8790 with questions.

FELLOWSHIP FRIDAY

Fellowship Friday will be held on Friday,
November 21 from 5:30-7:30 in the cafeteria.
A baked potato bar will be provided as the
main meal. Everyone connected to St. John’s
is invited to attend this event. Please come as
individuals or families, and if you do, please
bring a potato topping, side, dessert, or drink
to share. If you are coming as a family with
younger children, please consider bringing a
game of some kind to perhaps play with
others. The gym will also be open for part of
the evening. If you plan to attend, email
Kimberly (chapman@stjohnsracine.org) or
Sharon (adel@stjohnsracine.org).

Just a note that there will not be a Fellowship
Friday in December! We look forward to
getting together again in January.

“BIBLE AND BREW” MEN’S STUDY

Just a note that Bible and Brew Men’s Study
will not be held in November or December.
We look forward to meeting again in January!

POINSETTIAS TO DECORATE THE
CHURCH

If you would like to purchase a poinsettia or
two to decorate our santuary this year, they
will be available for $15.00. A sign-up sheet is
posted in the narthex. You can also email or
call Kimberly in the church office if you are
interested in purchasing a poinsettia.
(chapman@stjohnsracine.org or (262) 637-
7011) Please sign-up by Sunday, November
30. Please make your check payable to “St.
John’s Altar Guild” and place it in an envelope
marked “Poinsettia.” Poinsettias may be
taken home following the Christmas Day
service. Thank you!
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NON-PERISHABLE FOOD DRIVE

The Stewardship committee is going to be placing food
drive baskets in the back of church and in the classrooms
for collecting food, gift cards and cash for Families in Need
of help. Please donate non-perishable food items and/or
gift cards to your favorite grocery store as those are nice
as well. We will be collecting food and gift cards from
Thanksgiving until December 14. We will be distributing
the baskets sometime before Christmas. Thank you!

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Please see the list below of the special service times from
Thanksgiving through the New Year at St. John’s. Please
join us!

Wednesday, November 26, 2025
Thanksgiving Eve Vespers — 6pm

Wednesday, December 3, 2025
Advent Vespers — 6pm

Wednesday, December 10, 2025
Advent Vespers — 6pm

Wednesday, December 17, 2025
Advent Vespers — 6pm

Wednesday, December 24, 2025
Christmas Eve Communion Services at 4 and 11pm

Thursday, December 25, 2025
Christmas Day Communion Service —9am

Wednesday, December 31, 2026
Hymn Sing — 6pm

USHERS NEEDED

The Board of Elders is in need of individuals interested in
ushering during worship services. We only have ten
ushers on our team and would love to have more! Thank
you for your prayerful consideration in helping out as an
usher. If you would be interested in ushering, please
contact an elder or Kimberly in the church office at
chapman@stjohnsracine.org; (262) 637-7011.

SERMONS ON YOUTUBE

We are now streaming live content through
YouTube. The easiest way to watch the
sermons live is to subscribe to the channel and
turn the notifications on. Our channel can be
found by searching "St. John's Lutheran
Church and School Racine, WL." Every time a
live video is being broadcast, you will get an
update and will be able to watch it. The
sermons are also archived on the channel, but
are now accessible through the tab that says
"Live" rather than the "Videos" tab.

TACKLING TOUGH TOPICS

We have a new online educational
opportunity for you! It is called “Tackling
Tough Topics” and will be focused primarily on
addressing issues related to the Christian
morality, parenting, and marriage from a
scriptural perspective. You can find my new
page on Substack and on YouTube by
searching “Tackling Tough Topics” and
following the link or scanning the QR code on
below. (A flyer can also be picked up at the
back of the sanctuary.) | encourage anyone
who is interested to subscribe. If you have any
suggestions on topics that you would like to be
tackled, please reach out to Pastor DeYoung.
This is different way to address relevant topics
that | pray will be a blessing to St. John’s and
the wider church.
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SCHOOL NEWS CORNER
FROM THE PRINCIPAL

One of my favorite hymns says, "Come thou Fount of
every blessing, tune our hearts to sing thy grace." These
are fitting words as we head into November, a month of
thanksgiving and celebration, as they remind us that God
is the source, the Fount of blessings. October was truly full
of them here at school! We finished our first quarter on
October 17th, we held parent-teacher conferences this
past week, and basketball and cheerleading season are
upon us. Thank you to all who donated or participated in
our annual Trunk or Treat event- we had an amazing
turnout, bags full of candy, and hearts full of joy. Mark
your calendars for the next big event- a school auction and
Lego competition on November 15th. We'd love to have
you join us. As November ushers in cooler weather and
the holiday season, we now tune our hearts to sing Advent
hymns announcing the coming of our Savior, as we
prepare for the Christmas season.

DINING OUT NIGHT

Join us for our next Dining Out Night at Culvers, 4542
Douglas Avenue, on Thursday, November 13 from 4-9pm.
St. John’s will receive 25% of all qualifying purchases.
Please show the flyer or mention the fundraiser when
ordering for St. John’s to get credit for your order. A flyer
is attached to the emailed newsletter or can be picked up
in the back of the sanctuary. Hope to see you at this tasty
fundraiser!

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
We have an account with Box Tops for Education. If you
would like to help raise funds for our school, please follow
the steps below.

e Download the Box Tops for Education app on
your phone and create an account.

e You scan your store receipt from the app and
submit it. You can also upload a digital receipt.
The program will automatically find products
that are Box Top eligible.

e You can also link your Walmart account to the
Box Tops for Education app, and it will
automatically redeem Box Tops points when you
shop at Walmart.

e There is a list of eligible products on the app.

Miss Pesch has put an envelope/box by her classroom for
store receipts if you are unable to scan your receipts.
She’d be happy to scan them for you. If you have any other
guestions, please let Miss Pesch know.

COUGAR CLASSIC SPONSORS NEEDED
Every year, we host a grade school basketball
tournament for local schools. This
tournament is the athletic department’s only
source of income and sole fundraising
event. The funds raised during this weekend
allow us to keep athletic equipment current,
replace jerseys as needed, and allow our
student-athletes to participate in a variety of
tournaments and events throughout the
state. We are looking for local businesses /
individuals who would like to sponsor an ad in
the tournament brochure ($60 half page /
$100 full page). All advertisements will be
featured in the tournament booklet, which is
available to about 1,000+ guests throughout
the weekend. If you own a business and/or
have a connection with a local business who
would like to participate in this sponsorship,
please reach out to Amanda Kotowski (262-
498-

8695; akotowski8695@gmail.com). Thank
you for your support — Go Cougars!
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FROM YOUR DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
November 2025 Church Newsletter

Hymn Festival: Dear Congregation, | wanted to thank you
for attending and supporting the Hymn Festival on
Sunday, October 5™ at 1:00 pm. It was a wonderful
opportunity to come together and sing many of our
favorite hymns. To my Senior Choir, and all the
instrumentalists that joined us by enhancing several of the
hymns, thank you for your time and wonderful talent! For
the bakers that brought wonderful homemade desserts,
thank you! Finally, thank you to the Glassen family for
your help in setting up and serving the refreshments after
the Hymn Festival. | am already looking forward to and
planning next year’s Hymn Festival

Reformation Festival: To those of you that joined our Mass
Choir for the Sunday afternoon Reformation Festival
Service, thank you! It was wonderful to have you join us
and praise our beautiful Savior!

Save the Date: Our traditional Christmas Concert is set
for Sunday, December 14t Pre-service concert music will
begin at 5:45 pm and the Concert itself will begin at 6:00
pm. Our concert is free and open to the public. Light
refreshments are served after the concert. Join us!

**We thank and praise our Lord God for His generous
provision. Music is a beautiful language, and when we
are worshipping, it strengthens our relationship with God
and enriches our services. **

ONLINE GIVING CARDS

Giving a tithe or offering online has been available here at
St. John's for a number of years. If you participate in this
and would like to place something in the offering as it is
passed during the service, please pick up one of the
laminated cards in the back as you walk in. This is a simple
way of showing, especially to children who are watching
and learning, the importance of giving to the work of the
Lord here at St. John's!

VANCO MOBILE AND ONLINE GIVING

Giving is easier than ever through St. John's
Vanco online or the Vanco Faith mobile app.
You can access Vanco online giving by going
to the St. John’s Church and School website;
stjohnsracine.org.

Under the church heading, click online giving.
This page allows you to give to different
church funds. You can choose a one-time
contribution or set up recurring contributions
through this site. Giving is also available
through the Vanco mobile app. Vanco, our
eGiving provider, has launched an updated
mobile app called Vanco Mobile Faith.
Downloading the new Vanco Mobile is easy!
Head over to the App Store or Google Play to
download Vanco Mobile for free.

To use Vanco Mobile, follow these easy steps:

1. Search for our church by entering
St Johns Lutheran. Do not use any
punctuation, and it is case
sensitive

2. Create a new account or login

3. Select your gift amount, fund, and
frequency

4. Enter your payment method and
click submit to complete your
donation.

Please contact Kimberly in the church office if
you have any questions about or need
assistance with the Vanco online or mobile
app giving. chapman@stjohnsracine.org or
(262) 637-7011

You can also scan the QR code below to set up
electronic giving or make a one-time gift
through our church/school website giving

page.
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CHURCH ROOF FUNDRAISERS

LEAF FUNDRAISER

Help us “leaf out” our tree branches this sprinqg by
purchasing a leaf for our tree. If you wish to purchase a
leaf, the money raised will be put towards the new church
roof. If we fill all the branches with all the new leaves, we
can raise nearly $60,000 towards the roof! There are 3
different levels to choose from: Gold for $300, silver for
$200, and bronze for $100. There are order forms
available in the back of the sanctuary, in the church office
and attached to emails that Kimberly sends out.
Keep an eye out for the leaves listed below to appear on
the tree.
Frieda Louise Frenzke Schulz — Class of 1916
Karl Peter Glassen —1939-2024 — Served the Lord with
Gladness
Our Granddaughter — Lucy Peterson
Our Granddaughter — Alice Peterson
Our Granddaughter — Klara Peterson
Our Grandson — Walter Peterson
Our Granddaughter — Greta Peterson

ROOF PLEDGE CARDS

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:16)

Just like with a home, a new roof is an expensive venture!
God'’s house is no different, although here at St. John’s is
a bit higher and larger. The drone footage used in two
recent promotional videos on our YouTube channel offer
a closer look at it.

Please consider making a sacrificial donation to help with
these costs. Our congregation has always valued our
building, and what takes place in our sanctuary readies us
for our eternal home. In addition, our congregation has
also valued the comfortable position of paying down large
debts quickly. You can play a part in this as we go into this
new roof, knowing that there will always be a place for you
under it.

Thank you for your continued prayer, support, and for
being those who receive God’s good gifts of forgiveness
and strengthened faith here week after week at St. John’s!

STEWARDSHIP CORNER — NOVEMBER

November 2 — All Saints’ Day (Observed)

Matthew 5:6 — “Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”
You only hunger and thirst for what you don’t have.
Jesus has come to fill us up with righteousness — His
own righteousness. He is the self-giving Lord whose
sacrifice inspires us to be givers, too.

November 9 - Trinity 21

Genesis 1:1 - “In the beginning, God created.” Many
studies report atheism is on the rise in our culture.
The appeal of atheism is in the denial of a Creator. If
the world just happens to exist — and we are just
accidents that arose out of a long process of random,
directionless evolution — then we get to make our
own rules and nobody has any right to tell us
otherwise. But if there is a Creator, then obviously
He would know best, and we would do best to follow
His commands. Of course, we Christians know this
Creator very well, and we have seen not only His
power and commands but also His grace and mercy
in His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

November 16 — Trinity 22

Philippians 1:3, 5 — “lI thank my God in all my
remembrance of you...because of your partnership
in the gospel from the first day until now.” God
doesn’t need anything we have. Yet He invites us to
give so that we can indeed become “partners in the
Gospel.” This is a gift of His grace. He invites us to do
significant work in the Kingdom of God through our
tithes and offerings.

November 23 - Last Sunday

Matthew 25:2 — “Five of them were foolish, and five
were wise.” A truly wise man, as Jesus once said,
builds on the Word of Jesus. There is no other
foundation which will stand. Any other path is a
foolish one. His Word leads to life, and to depart
from His Word leads to death. Clinging to His Word,
we know we have His blessing.

November 27 — Day of Thanksgiving

Deuteronomy 8:7 — “For the LORD your God is
bringing you into a good land.” Have we received
any less than the sons of Israel in this great and
glorious land? We are so very blessed! Let us then
outdo even the sons of Israel in giving thanks!

November 30 — Advent 1

Matthew 21:3 — “If anyone says anything to you,
you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,” and he will
send them at once.” Just a colt and her foal. How
significant could they be? Could they really be used
by the Lord for some great, heavenly purpose? This
is one facet of stewardship we often forget: the
blessing it is to us to be of service in the Lord’s
Kingdom. What honor the Lord bestows upon us by
using our gifts for His goals!



NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1-Nov | Diane Schweitzer 15-Nov | Brayden Davis
2-Nov | Merryn Beier 15-Nov | Finley Dougas
2-Nov | Oscar Garcia 15-Nov | Alicia Hlavacek
3-Nov | Lori Storm 15-Nov | Paul Zanotti
4-Nov | Tony Chaudoir 16-Nov | Eleanor Zanotti
4-Nov | Jim McCluskey 17-Nov | James Seeger
5-Nov | Shaun Stauffer 18-Nov | Remy Jacquet
6-Nov | Violet Nehmer 18-Nov | Jasmine Nelson
8-Nov | Michael Christensen 19-Nov | Matt Borgardt
8-Nov | Kyler Cummings 19-Nov | Krista Hansing
8-Nov | Molly Schalinske 19-Nov | Jill Hasseldahl
9-Nov | Scott Hansing 20-Nov | Esmae Allesxandro
9-Nov | Bert Houdek 20-Nov | Sadie Allesxandro
10-Nov | Rolando Morales 21-Nov | Isaac DeYoung
10-Nov | Mike Phillips 21-Nov | Violette Knoell
10-Nov | Nick Phillips 21-Nov | shamaya van Sliedrecht
11-Nov | Peter Baylon 22-Nov | Sarah Block
11-Nov | Amelia Riegelman 23-Nov | Clayton Baker
12-Nov | James Dickey 23-Nov | Jillian Craig
12-Nov | Amelia Hansing 26-Nov | Amy Donaldson
12-Nov | Sylvia Krause 26-Nov | Susan Pierce-Ruhland
13-Nov | Melissa Jaeck 27-Nov | Clementine Nelson
13-Nov | Cayden Michelsen 28-Nov | Amanda Kotowski
13-Nov | Colleen Nehmer 28-Nov | Kalli McCluskey
14-Nov | Ben Blint

We apologize if we have forgotten anyone.
Please contact the church office at 637-7011 to correct.
Thank You!

LIFE THOUGHTS FOR LUTHERANS -
NOVEMBER 2025

November 2 — All Saints — If neither nation nor
tribe nor people nor language disqualifies from
the heavenly assembly (Revelation 7:9), why
would age, appearance, or ability? And if the Lord
our God doesn’t let them exclude from the life to
come, why should we allow them to leave anyone
out of this one? And if abortion and assisted
suicide have no place in paradise, how could we
promote or permit them in the present?

November 9 — Trinity XXI — Even in a formless,
dark, and empty early universe, God made Himself
present and powerful (Genesis 1:2). Nothing and
no one came into existence apart from the will and
the Word of the Lord (Genesis 1:3). And He
extended His own glory and honor to the
youngest, littlest, and weakest among us (Psalm
8:2). Jesus clearly confirms the divine desire at
work in surprise pregnancies: “Your [child] will
live” (John 4:50).

November 16 — Trinity XXIl — The Lord our God has
given His firstborn for our transgressions so we
don’t have to (Micah 6:7). We ought neither
encourage nor invite expectant mothers and
fathers to sacrifice the fruit of their bodies as if it
could right a wrong, even in surprise pregnancy.
Instead, let us wait upon the One who has begun
this good work within to bring it to completion
(Philippians 1:6).

November 23 — Last Sunday of the Church Year —
Our Heavenly Father delights in surprises, and the
good things of God often arrive unanticipated (1
Thessalonians 5:2). He does not hesitate to deliver
blessings both at the outset and at the ending of
human life (Isaiah 65:20). And He envisions His
people rejoicing out loud about it (Psalm 149:1-2).
What implications and opportunities might this
offer, especially for our encounters with surprise
pregnancies and terminal diagnoses?

November 30 — Advent | (Ad Te Levavi) — Every
human life belongs ultimately to the Lord God
Almighty (Psalm 24:1). He retains responsibility for
determining the manner of living and deciding the
timing of dying. We may both condemn and cast
off abortion and assisted suicide as works of
darkness that gratify the desires of the flesh
(Romans 13:12, 14). Our righteousness—and our
neighbor’s—rests in a Savior who pardons sin and
provides for every need (Jeremiah 23:6).



WE HAVE BEEN CALLED TO GIVE (and not just money!)
What could you give to our Shut-Ins?

“Freely you have received; freely give.”
Matthew 10:8

So, it’s November. We think a lot about giving thanks. But, what about just “GIVING”?

What about “GIVING” your time and consideration to these very special members of our church? Our Creator
instructs us to give generously and cheerfully to those in need.

Our Shut-Ins NEED US!

Give them your prayers, as you read the list below.

Give them a call to say hello.

Give them a visit.

Give them a beautiful Thanksgiving card in the mail.

Give them the joy that they are remembered and loved.

Think of yourself as Christ’s Ambassador. Remember that whatever we do for the least of these, we also do
for Him!

May God bless youl!
Julie

Julie Hagen  262-331-0052
Julie_hagen @hotmail.com

SHUT INS

Name Address Phone Number
Carol Busarow 5225 Douglas Avenue #104, Racine, W1 53402
Pat Cole 6551 Mariner Drive, Unit 6, Racine, WI 53406
Sue Erickson 2262 Loni Lane, Racine, WI 53406
Gary & Shirley Filicetti | 4710 N Main St, Racine, WI 53402
Janet Fisa Marion House

4105 Spring Street, #212, Mt. Pleasant, WI 53405
Marcella Geyer 3139 Conrad Drive, Racine, WI 53404
Gail Gotch 1916 Wisconsin Avenue, Apt. 359, Racine, WI 53403
Mimi Hynek 5321 Douglas Avenue, Apt. 1156A, Racine, WI 53402
Susan Monson 418 Shoreland Drive, Racine, WI 53402
Kathy Patzman 5404 |dlewood Drive, Racine, WI 53402
Joanne Ruble 1108 N. Sunnyslope #104, Racine, WI 53406
Judy Schweitzer 5643 Erie Street, Room 247, Racine, WI 53402
John Smith 1636 Raintree Lane, Racine, WI 53406




